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What’s In A Name? 


‘lam writing in response to 
the request for input to the seg- 
ment titled What’s In a Name? 
I believe too much emphasis is 
placed on “sensitivity” or po- 
litical correctness in today’s 
society. 

People worry too much 
about who they are going to 
offend with a simple term. | 
would like to say I do not agree 
with titles or terms that are 
destructive or harmful (e.g. 
racial slurs), but I have never 
heard anything of this kind on 
the air. However, calling my 
wife XYL on the radio is just 


See Name page 2 


Stolen Rig 


Yaseu FTSO RD hand held 
(serial #6N170009) was stolen 
out of the glove compartment of 
a car parked in front of the home 


of KC4UQG! Please report any 
information you may encounter 
to C. C. Monroney (Durham 
Police) at 919-560-4415 or call 
Colt, KC4UQG at 919-490- 
6788. - 


RARS Webpage: http://rtpnet.org/~rars 


February RARS Meeting 
Begins at 7:00PM!! 


The February meeting of the 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 
will begin a little bit early due 
to our February meeting pro- 
gram. Once again, the weather 
service has agreed to provide 
Sky Warn weather spotter’s 
training for certification. 


Besides an attractive certifi- 
cate, you will receive the valu- 
able knowledge to assist 
weather service personnel in 
identifying dangerous weather 
trends that may not be shown 
on their radar. Don’t miss it! 

de KM4BU 


North American QSO Party Action! 


“So Let me get this straight... 
I step on the foot pedal, say 
W4DW, Pat, North Carolina’ 
while tuning the radio with one 
hand, and typing in his call sign 
into the computer with the 
other hand, right?” 


This was the question, asked 
by a “first-timer” at AC4ZO as 
the North American QSO Party 
was in full swing, on Saturday. 
January 17. 


See QSO on page & 


Name from page 1 


understood to be a mention of 
ny wife. It is not meant to be 
derogatory, and I know most if 
aot all hams will agree. 

The last thing I want to 
worry about when I’m on the 
radio is whether I am offending 
someone by calling my wife 
“XYL”. I say leave well 
enough alone. Why fix some- 
thing when it’s not broken? 

Timothy Nicholson KF4RTX 


Editor’s note: Timothy was 


our first respondent to my name 
challenge..Read On! ...KM4BU 


In a previous Exciter, Walter 
asks whether or not our old 
familiar initial groups identify- 
ing people should be changed. 
Specifically, he cited: OM (old 
man), YL (young lady), and 
XYL (ex young lady or wife). 

Walter poses an interesting 
question. Can things like this 
actually be changed without 
ruining ham radio? After all, 
nowhere is there another hobby 
that holds onto tradition like 
ours. Is that tendency to hold 
onto tradition problematic for 
our beloved hobby? Are we 
being rude in using some of the 
aforementioned designators for 
people? Would we be happier if 
we changed with the times? 
Hmm. I dunno. Let’s see how 
these abbreviations fit into the 
hobby. 


See Name page 4 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, 
Inc. (RARS), was founded in 1969 and 
continues to serve and support the Amateur 
Radio community in the Greater Triangle 
area. 

The Objectives of the club are to 
promote worldwide friendship through 
Amateur Radio; to be of public service by 
providing radio communications in times 
of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique and to 
assist in obtaining Amateur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur 
Radio are eligible to apply for membership 
to the club. Dues for regular licensed 
amateurs are $18.00 per year (from July 1 
through June 30). Additional immediate 
family members pay $5.00 each per year. 
Dues for licensed amateurs older than 59 
or younger than 16 are $12.00 per year. 
Dues for non-licensed Associate members 
are $9.00 per year. Regular membership 
dues prorate for new members. 

Applications for membership may be 
obtained from the officers listed below 
from the newsletter editor, or at any RARS 
meeting. 
President Gary Pearce, KN4AQ 
116 Waterfall Court 
Cary, NC 27511 
(919) 380-7286 
Email: 
kn4aq.gary@mms.net 


Pat Fix, KE4FCJ 

324 Silverberry Court 
Cary, NC 27513 

(919) 677-8320 

Email: pfix@pagesz.net 


Vice President 


Secretary: Carl King, KU4HM 
4612 Ryegate Dr. 
Raleigh, NC 27604 
(919) 878-9458 


ku4hm@juno.com 


Treasurer 


Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27515 
(919) 847-4641 
wa4bpj@pagesz.net 


The EXCITER is published monthly by 
the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, and is 
mailed at no cost to its members. Letters to 
the Editor, technical articles, items of 
interest to the ham community and guest 
editorials are actively solicited. 

Articles published in the EXCITER do 
not necessarily represent the views or 
carry the endorsement of club officers, 
Board of Directors, EXCITER editor or 
the membership. Articles will be printed at 
the discretion of the editor, and no article 
will be published unless it is accompanied 
by the name(s) of the person(s) submitting 
the article. 

All copy for publication in the 
EXCITER must be in the hands of the 
editor by the end of the Board of 
Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of 
each month. Articles may be hand written, 
typed, or in electronic form as an ASCII 
file or on disk, transmitted via telephone 
modem, or over Internet to any one of the 
officers or the EXCITER editor. 

Amateur Radio-related items for sale 
by the members can be advertised without 
charge for one issue, but may be 
resubmitted as often as desired. These ads 
must be noncommercial in nature. 

Commercial ads wil] be run in return 
for the following donations to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $ 75.00 
Quarter Page $11.26 $ 112.50 
Third Page $ 15.00 $ 150.00 
Half Page $ 22.50 $ 225.00 
Full Page $ 50.00 N/A 


Commercial Ads must be of “camera- 
ready quality”, and cannot be sent by 
Amateur Radio. Due to the reprographic 
process used, no color copy can be 
accepted. 

Contributions, inquiries, comments 
concerning EXCITER content, advertise- 
ments, and mailing problems should be 
directed to your EXCITER editor: 


Walter Price, KM4BU 
420 Oak Ridge Rd. 
Cary, NC 27511 
(919) 481-3856 
waltreid@aol.com 


RARS List Server Is On The Wire! 


What on earth is that? A list 
server is an electronic means 
to distribute information and 
comments to a group of sub- 
scribers. The Exciter is a non- 
electronic distribution tool that 
is mailed to a LIST of mem- 
bers. See a connection? 

If you have internet mail 
services available, you can 
subscribe to the RARS list 
server and receive E-mail con- 
cerning topics being discussed 
among other RARS members. 
If you send a message to the 
list, your E-mail will be dis- 
tributed to all who subscribe to 
the list. It can be serious topics 
or casual discussion. It is a 
non-real time way to exchange 
ideas. You can reply in the 
middle of the night if you 
want! 


Subscription to the RARS 
list server is open to RARS 
members only. You can sub- 
scribe by performing the fol- 
lowing steps: 


1. Send an e-mail message to: 
majordomo@rtpnet.org 
with the following line in 
the body of the text: 
subscribe rars-l 
Important: "1" is a lower 
case L. The subject line 
will be ignored. 


2. That’s it! That’s all you 
need do! 

Many thanks to KJ4SO, 
Woody for the hours already 
spent and the many hours he 
will be dedicating to keeping 
the List Server going. 


de KM4BU 


QSL 101 
A basic tutorial - Part I 


QRU JEFF - VY 73 ES QSL 
SURE VIA BURO AR DE 
DL7AFV SK. To some people, 
this portion of a QSO extracted 
from the log at AC4ZO looks 
like a bunch of gibberish, but 
what it really contains, is some 
pleasantries, and instructions 
on how to get a QSL card to 
confirm a contact with a chap 
in Germany. 


QS Ling, or the exchanging 
of post cards, is a part of the 
hobby that I still enjoy today as 
much as when I first became a 
ham, a few years ago. QSL 
cards are sometimes exchanged 
between hams as a way of con- 
firming that a contact actually 
occurred. I have heard it said 
that “A QSL is the final cour- 
tesy of a QSO,” but more im- 


portantly (to me anyway), they 
are required as evidence of a 
contact for the purpose of col- 
lecting operating awards. But 
whatever your reason for 
QSLing, sometimes orchestrat- 
ing that simple exchange of 
cards is not so easy. 

Generally speaking, there are 
two ways to “QSL”. The 
quickest way, and in the case of 
domestic contacts, often the 
only way is to “QSL direct”. A 
domestic contact is a QSO with 
another station in the US. 
QSLing direct is simply send- 
ing your card in the mail, and 
waiting for his card to arrive in 
the mail. It is expensive (rela- 
tively) but fast. There is also 
the QSL Bureau. It is slow... 
sometimes very slow indeed, 
but it is cheap and often times 
more reliable. 

Lets look at the direct 
method. In its simplest form, 
this involves looking up the 
contacts call sign and mailing a 
card to his listed address. Until 
just a few years ago, your only 
choice for looking up the call 
sign was the Call Book, a pub- 
lication that had two volumes 
(International, and North 
American) and each was the 
size of a Charlotte phone book. 
Now, the Call Book is available 
on CD ROM, and there are 
numerous places on the Internet 
where you can look up call 
signs and obtain addresses. 


See QSL page 4 


~~ 


Name from page 2 


I’m lucky. I’m a relatively 
new ham. I am not rich in the 
history and tradition of ham 
radio. And as you know, igno- 
rance is bliss. Ignorance also 
makes it easy to pontificate my 
dogmatic opinions with no 
basis whatever. What could be 
better? Here it is: 

When I hear these abbrevia- 
tions, my reaction is deter- 
mined by where | hear it. If I 
hear it on 14.032, or 3.528 
(Mhz), it has no effect on me. 
It’s just part of the conversa- 
tion, and nothing is meant by it. 
If I hear it on 146.64 or 14788, 
for some reason, the hair on my 
neck stands up. I wonder why 
this is. Since my reaction seems 
to be frequency sensitive, there 
must not be anything inherently 
wrong with the terms, but 
rather must have something to 
do with how( or where) they’re 


Se 


used. Let’s see... Being one to 
avoid jargon on VHF, I have 
always referred to Bobbie as 
my bride, for that what she will 
always be. She’s never been my 
XYL on 2 meters. She’s that on 
40 meters, and 80 meters, but 
not on 2. Yes...[ think that’s it. 
There’s not a problem with 
these old terms...if your’re 
operating CW. On FM, they 
offend the senses. But then 
again, if you are going to be 
thin skinned, 2 meters is not the 
place to be. Ham radio is good 
that way. It gives us an excel- 
lent arena in which to practice 
tolerance. 

Before going, I thought I 
would leave you with some 
other abbreviations to consider. 
But in keeping with the current 
trend to be politically and so- 
cially correct, I shall resist the 
temptation. That’s it from here. 

73 de Jeff AC4ZO 


Amateur Radio Electronics 


Home of 


QSL from page 3 


(http:// www.qrz.com is a good 
one). Once the address is ob- 
tained, it is simply a matter of 
mailing. 

Direct QSLing works fine 
for US stations, and some DX 
stations. If the DX says “QSL 
CBA” or “QSL OK DIRECT”, 
he is telling you to use his Call 
Book address. If he says “QSL 
VIA (other call sign)” then he 
wants you to send your card to 
the Call Book address of the 
other call sign that he gives 
you. This would happen if he 
is not operating from home, or 
if he employs the use of a QSL 
manager. 

For domestic contacts, I 
always send a SASE along with 
my card and get about a 95% 
success rate using this method. 
Cost wise, that works out to 64 
cents in postage, plus the cost 
of 2 envelopes and the card. 


See QSL page 5 


or 


W4TIM 


Robert P. Buehlmann 


Uncle Joe’s Ham Shack 
Uncle Joe offers: Coax, Ladder Line, Connectors, 


Wire, Rope, Ground Rods, And Other 
Antenna Items Available All Year Round 


Call Uncle Joe anytime for Hamfest Prices 


Garner, NC 
779-5659 


Joe Saah WB5ZPQ 
wb5zpq@juno.com 


1314 Chaney Rd. 
Raleigh, NC 27606 


Historian and collector 


of 


Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation, 
Commercial, Amateur and Military 


(919) 851-5169 


You can add your business card or commercial ad to the EXCITER. See Page 2 for details. 
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QSL from page 4 


Nice cards run about 8 cents 
each, so for planning pur- 
poses, you could count on 74 
cents per card from US sta- 
tions. For DX (foreign cards) 
the postage is 60 cents, and I 
always include a dollar bill 
(green stamp) or IRC (Inter- 
national Reply Coupon) avail- 
able from the post office. An 
IRC is a small slip of paper 
that you can obtain by asking 
the counter clerk at the post 
office. Some of them will not 
know what you are talking 
about, but many will. The 
IRC is supposedly good for 
one unit of first class postage 
nearly anywhere in the world. 
In practice, this is not always 
true and some hams report 
that one IRC is insufficient to 
mail a card to the States. If 
the card is going to Germany, 
France, or an island, I send 2 
green stamps or IRCs. An 
IRC costs $1.05 but can 
sometimes be found at 
hamfests for a discount. For 
planning purposes, $2.20 per 
card (average) is a good fig- 
ure for direct attempts. I get 
about a 70% success rate on 
direct QSLs to DX stations 
sent this way. 

Then there is the Bureau. 
QSL bureaus are found in 
many countries around the 
world. Bureaus are an inex- 
pensive, albeit slow, way of 
QSLing. They work like this: 


Many people send their cards 
destined for foreign countries 
to the bureau address. There 
are people at the bureau that 
sort these cards by the country 
they are destined for, until 
they end up with a bunch of 
piles of cards, each pile 
headed for a different country. 
The cards are then packed, 
and shipped to the incoming 
bureau of the country they are 
destined for. The foreign in- 
coming bureau receives the 
cards, and distributes them to 
the appropriate ham stations. 
This is how your card gets to 
the DX station. Now for their 
cards to get to you, a similar 
process takes place. The DX 
sends his card to his outgoing 
bureau, where it is sorted by 
destination country. The 
cards destined for the US ar- 
rive and are distributed to 
various incoming bureaus 
here in the States. The in- 
coming bureau has the job of 
getting the cards to us. This 
is a BIG job. It requires the 
cooperation of all of us. Our 
responsibility as a ham who 
works any DX at all, is to 
keep envelopes on file at the 
incoming bureau. All we 
need to do, is take a few ma- 
nila envelopes and put our 
call sign in the upper left cor- 
ner. Then we put our mailing 
address in the center, and af- 
fix a postage stamp. We send 


these envelopes to the incom- 
ing bureau where they are 
arranged in trays. Volunteers 
at the bureau then receive the 
boxes from the foreign bu- 
reau, and put the cards in our 
envelopes. When the enve- 
lope reaches the weight that 
the postage we affixed can 
manage, they drop it in the 
mail. I only put one stamp on 
there, otherwise it takes too 
long before they get mailed. 

So the bureaus sound great. 
Now, how do you use them. 
Well, for the incoming bu- 
reau, just send them your en- 
velopes. That’s it. You don’t 
have to be a member of the 
ARRL, or a DX club or any- 
thing. If you work any DX at 
all, you should have enve- 
lopes on file at the incoming 
bureau. The biggest problem 
that the volunteers at the bu- 
reau face is unclaimed cards. 

The outgoing bureau is a 
little more complicated, and 
will be covered in part II of 
this treatise. 

73 for now. Jeff — AC4ZO 
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You might be a Ham if.... 


* You attempt to modulate the 
Microwave. 

¢ You wear a pocket protector 
with your pajamas. 

* You rack mount kitchen 
appliances. 
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QSO from page 1 


You see, the NAQP is a con- 
test... A flurry of activity lasting 
for twelve hours, where hams 
participating try to contact as 
many other participants as pos- 
sible. It is the perfect opportu- 
nity to TRAIN your ear to pick 
out necessary information in a 
highly excited radio environ- 
ment like you might have in 
times of emergency. 

If you’ve never participated 
in a fun way of honing your 
radio skills, you’ve never 
joined the gang for a phone 
contest here at AC4ZO. Here’s 
how it works: For several of 
the more low-keyed SSB con- 
tests throughout the year, I 
open the shack to guest opera- 
tors. The operators typically 
are Novice or Technician class, 
but we have at least two Extra 
class control operators, so the 
guests can have full run of the 
bands. 


Ham radio Elmering should 
be an each-one-teach-one 
proposition, and that’s just how 
it’s done here. It’s a very com- 
fortable and easy environment 
to learn in. These dos used to 
be “Y’all come and play” 
events, but they have grown in 
popularity to the point that we 
now schedule individual time. 
This has been done to improve 
the learning environment, and 
warm the cold feet of the nov- 
ice contester. 

Sound like fun? Wanna give 
ita try? Come and join us! 
Just listen out at the Club meet- 
ings, on the 8:00p net, and in 
the Exciter for announcements 
of upcoming events, and sign 
yourself up. If you’d like to 
watch some before taking the 
plunge, no problem... Just let 
me know what you’d like to do, 
and I hope to see you at the 
next event. 

Jeff —AC4ZO 


YOU CAN REACH MOTIVATED BUYERS 
BY ADVERTISING IN THE EXCITER 


We can use your business card or devise 


an ad for your business. See page 2 for details 


Your Name 
Your Call 


Your Address 
Your Phone Number 


New Uses For 
The Old Code: 


Morse 2000 Worldwide Out- 
reach is giving Morse code a new 
lease on life to help rehabilitate 
and educate people with special 
needs and disabilities. 

Because it can be sent using a 
binary-opposition movement 
pattern, Morse code can be gen- 
erated with a left-right, push-pull, 
and puff-sip control. The code— 
used in communication for the 
past 150 years and being phased 
out in many spheres—has proven 
to be among the best of several 
adaptive computer-access meth- 
ods and augmentative or alterna- 
tive communication techniques 
for many people with special 
needs. The ARRL Foundation 
has supported the program 
through grants. 

“We now have over 2,000 
participants in 27 countries!” 
Says Debra R. King, N9GLG, 
the director of Morse 2000 
Worldwide Outreach. 

King manages the office of 
Continuing Education in Human 
Sciences and Services at the 
University of Wisconsin—Eau 
Claire, and enthusiastically pro- 
motes the use of Morse code in 
rehabilitation and education. 

Through her encouragement, 
various Morse code programs are 
being used or tested to allow 
people such as those with spinal 


See Code page 9 


Code (from page 8) 


cord injuries to converse. She 
provides information for occupa- 
tional therapists or speech pa- 
thologists and promotes the ad- 
vantages of using Morse code to 
help their patients. Occasionally, 
though, it works the other way 
around: sometimes patients hear 
about Morse 2000 and put their 
therapists in touch with King! 
The bottom line, however, is that 
the information she provides can 
save the therapist-patient team 
years of research attempting to 
find the best methods and select- 
ing reliable equipment. 

Speech pathologist Thomas 
King, wF9I—Debra King’s hus- 
band and the editor of 
MORSEls—called Morse code 
“one tool of many” in providing 
“adaptive access” for those un- 
able to communicate through 
conventional means. 

He told of a young man he 
called Barry who had been se- 
verely injured and rendered a 


quadriplegic after being hit by a 
car as a youngster. He retained 
facial movement and can speak 
(although he’s on a ventilator), 
but he can use Morse via a puff- 
and-sip switch to write 20 WPM 
or so. Now in the high school, 
Barry hopes to eventually attend 
college. “The use of Morse for 
taking notes without calling a lot 
of attention to yourself has 
worked our very well,” Thomas 
King said. 

For more information on 
Morse 2000 Worldwide Out- 
reach, Contact the Human Sci- 
ences & Services Outreach of- 
fice, University of Wisconsin- 
Eau Claire, Eau Claire, WI 
54702-4004 or telephone 715- 
8363990. Email: 
kingdr@uwec.edu or 
WebPage— http:// 
www.uwec.edu/Academic/Out- 
reach/Morse2000/ 
morse2000.html 

TNX Auto Call 
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1997 NC QSO Party 


Announced 

Time / Date: 12:00 - 23:59 
UTC February 22nd, and 12:00 
-23:59 UTC February 23 

Object: Out-of-State sta- 
tions work as many NC stations 
as you can. You may work sta- 
tions once per each band/mode 
combination for QSO points. 
Work NC mobiles again as they 
change counties. NC fixed sta- 
tions work as many NC coun- 
ties, states, canadian provinces 
and DXCC countries as pos- 
sible. 

Awards: Plaques will be 
given for first place of entries 
in the categories of Single Op- 
erator, Mobile, Club (must have 
at least three operators, com- 
bined score), Single Operator 
QRP (ourput power less than 5 
Watts), and Single Operator 
Novice/Tech & more. 

Info: Send 9 x 12 SASE 
($0.55) to K4EG (see callbook) 
or download from [http:// 
netpath.net/~n4mio/aarc.htm]. 
Questions? n4mio@netpath.net 


Ham Radio Now an “Official” ISS Payload 


Amateur Radio is now con- 
sidered to be an official pay- 
load on the International Space 
Station (ISS). In fact, reports 
Matt Bordelon, KCSBTL, at 
johnson Space Center, ham 
radio was the first payload to 
become official. Bordelon al- 
ready has started the training 


program for the first cres who 
will be putting together the ISS 
starting in January 1999. Based 
on our initial requested to be 
manifested onboard, the ISS 
Payloads Office is listing Ama- 
teur Radio as being onboard 
with (1) a transportable station 
(H-Ts), (2) a site on the EX- 


PRESS pallet, and (3) a perma- 
nent station on the Habitation 
module. Amateur Radio soon 
will be assigned a Payload Inte- 
gration Manager for each of 


these. 
TNX Auto CAIll 


Robert P. Holmes 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Motor Vehicle Negligence 
& Workplace Injuries 


Smith & Holmes, P.C. 
P. O. Box 1069 
Raleigh, NC 27602 


(919) 832-5000 
Fax 832-5080 
KE4FUD 


MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society was called to order by the Presi- 
dent, Gary KN4AQ, at 1940 hours, January 6, 
1998, at Forest Hills Baptist Church. 

The President acknowledged the following 
visitors: Jeff, KF4TUU; Darryl, KF4URZ; Joe, 
K3SPC; David, AB4MV; and Tony, KP4FSM. 
KP4FSM, then introduced his wife, Patsy. The 
President welcomed them to the meeting. 

Mike, WA4BPJ, then gave the treasurers re- 
port. RARS has $14,725.27 in checking, 
$4,160.96 in savings; and $13,238, in the invest- 
ment account. 

Jeff, AC4ZO, discussed the appointment of a 
Special Club Awards Manager. He said that he 
would present this recommendation at the Board 
meeting on January 20, 1998. He also talked of 
the loss of several “card checkers” who are ap- 
pointed to review QSL cards to certify them for 
awards. He stated that in order to be appointed 
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RARS Crystals 


Hi, everyone, Happy 1998!! This year 
should be a busy one for the Crystals. We’Il 
have speakers, (love to hear your suggestions 
on this) and projects fellowship and good 
food. Remember that our monthly dinner 
meeting is great place to take your man. . 
We’re starting off the year with a party at our 
Jan. meeting. We have a few events to cel- 
ebrate, and bring a new Crystal to help us 
grow! See ‘ya - Golden Corral - Rt. 70 - 6:30 Call 
me at 787-1111 for info. 

73 Lynn KO4QH - Lead Crystal 


Editor’s note: Somehow this got lost in the 
EMAIL Please be sure to go for the January 
meeting if you get this in time. There will be a 
very special event. De KM4BU 
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as a “card checker”, one had to have over 300 
DXCC contacts. 

Lynn, KO4QH, announced the new Novice, 
Tech, and Tech plus class would begin at the 
NORTEL center on February 23, 1998. She 
asked that RARS members should pick up fliers 
to place in strategic places. 

Cyndi, KD4ACW, then announced that the 
bulk mailing of THE EXCITER was made this 
month. When asked if all had received their 
copy, the show of hands indicated that this was 
successful. She then announced the 1998 
RARSFEST scheduled for April 5. She said that 
the hamfest required about 500 man-hours to put 
it on. In order to insure maximum participation 
this year, members who volunteered to work 
would be given and incentive by saying that after 
the hamfest an ICOM T-2a would be given to 
one of the lucky volunteers. Each two hour shift 
worked would give a volunteer one entry in the 


drawing. In addition Cyndi also introduced the 
persons who would chair each of the tasks re- 
quired to operate the hamfest. 

The President indicated that the March meet- 
ing of RARS would be the awards meeting. He 
asked the members to submit nominations for 
awards as soon as possible. He also announced 
that the February meeting would be the annual 
SKY WARN training session, and that meeting 
would begin at 1900 hours. Mike, KE4O0QO, 
asked if there were any plans for advanced Sky- 
warn training. He said that it had been very suc- 
cessful in Durham. KN4AQ said that he would 
see what could be done for that training. The 
President also introduced Mike, KE4OQO, as 
RARS new net manager. Mike received a round 
of applause. With that the President then dis- 
cussed the status of the repeater system. He 
stated that he did not necessarily have the latest 
information, since Bernard could not be present 
because of a family emergency. The President 
stated that he believes that it will be about 60 
days before the old tower will be taken down 
with the new tower being up. He then stated that 
the 146.640 would be placed on the Highway 
Patrol tower, and 220/440 would be installed on 
the new tower. A question was asked about the 6 
meter repeater. He stated that the 6 meter re- 
peater was not on the air. He said that WA4BPJ 
had some of the old equipment stored for future 
use, and asked if there were any who would like 
to work on the 6 meter repeater. Several mem- 
bers volunteered, but no definite plans were 
made. 

The President then told the meeting that 
Woody, KJ4SO, was almost finished with the e- 
mail list server. He then explained briefly what a 
list server would do for us. 

The following additional announcements were 
made: 

a. Cyndi announced that she had a copy of 
the Radio Amateur Call Book in IBM format. If 


anyone is interested they can see her after the 
meeting. 

b. Alan, AB4OZ, announced that there 
would be a new Ham net starting on Saturday 
nights. 

c. Walter, KM4BU, said that in the mem- 
bers roster several errors had been discovered 
include the Presidents incorrect phone number. 
He said that if any one found errors with his or 
her entry, they could notify him or any officer. 

d. Jeff, AC4ZO, announced the coming 
North America QSO party on 1/18/98. He 
pointed out that 150 watts would be max power 
and the contest would only be in SSB. Dennis 
also offered that the VHF contest would be that 
same weekend. This would take place on sim- 
plex at 146.55. No repeater contacts allowed. 

e. Linn, W4WDN, offered a program that 
would convert longitude and latitude to grid 
square if any member wanted to find out what 
his grid square was. 

f. Lynn, KO4QH then announced the up- 
coming Crystals meeting on the 4th Tuesday, at 
the Golden Corral on Glenwood. She asked all 
members to convey this to their spouses. 

g. The President then noted that some 
“LIDS” had tried to disrupt holiday transmis- 
sions. He thanked RARS members for their 
professionalism in handling this disruptive traf- 
ee 

At 2020 hours the program began. It was a 
most interesting video tape on the work done by 
Alan, AB4OZ, Chuck K4HF, and Mike WA4BPJ 
on how they solved problems in raising some 
large antenna arrays. 

The General Meeting of RARS was adjourned 
at 2115 hours by the President. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carl S. King KU4HM Secretary 
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Calendar of Events 
February 1998 


Feb 7th RARS Breakfast meeting; Griffin’s Restaurant, 10 AM 
Program: Informal gathering for eyeball QSOs. All Hams 
welcome 
Info: Call Woody KJ4SO, 848-1844 
Feb 3rd Regular RARS meeting; Forest Hills Baptist Church, directions on page 2. 
Feb 16th Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG; Info Bob KE4JVY, 481-9107 
Feb 17th RARS Advisory Board meeting; Forest Hill Baptist Church, 7:30 PM All 
RARS members welcome! Info-contact RARS officer. See page 2 
Feb 22/23 NC QSO Party (See page 9) 
Feb 23rd Crystals Meeting; Golden Corral, Hwy 70 W, Info- Lynn KO4QH, 787-1111 


